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ing to the custom of lier country, she received on the day of her
espousals at Modena." She evidently regarded it as the pledge
of a more sacred contract, though solemnized with the rites of
the reformed church.

The merry monarch, attended by the principal lords and ladies
of the court, went down the river in state in the royal barges on
the 26th of November, to meet and compliment the newly-wedded
pair. Their royal highnesses, having embarked at Gravesend that
morning, with the duchess of Modena and their noble attendants,
came up with the early tide. When the two courts met on the
broad waters of the Thames, the bridal party came on board the
royal yacht. His majesty received and welcomed his new sister-
in-law with every demonstration of affection, and they returned
together.

The first year of her wedded life was spent by Mary Beatrice in
a gay succession of fetes and entertainments. While the court
was at Windsor, in August, 1674, the duke of York and his rival,
Monmouth, amused their majesties, her royal highness, and the
ladies with a representation of the siege of Maastricht, a model of
that city, with all its fortifications, having been erected in one of
the meadows at the foot of the long terrace, James and Mon-
mouth, at the head of a little army of courtiers, conducted the
attack, to show their skill in tactics. On Saturday night, the
21st, they made their approaches, opened trenches, and imitated
the whole business of a siege. The city was defended with great
spirit, prisoners were taken, mines sprung, cannonading took
place, grenades were thrown, and the warlike pantomime lasted
till three o'clock in the morning, affording a splendid and ani-
mating spectacle, which might be seen and heard to a consider-
able distance. It was the last pageant of a chivalric character
performed in the presence of royalty, or in which a British prince
bore a leading part.

Mary Beatrice's first child proved a daughter. The duchess
took everything quietly, happy in a mother's first sweet cares;
and, loving her husband with the most passionate affection,
she lived on terms of perfect amity with his daughters. Neither
of these princesses ever accused her of the slightest instance
of unkindness to them; no, not even in justification of their
subsequent ill-treatment of her. Her conduct as a stepmother
must, therefore, have been irreproachable. She was at Windsor
mtb. her husband and the court in the summer of 1675, and
gives the following account of the life she was leading, in a long
letter to lady BeUasyse, with whom, unaware probably of the
former intiioacy between that lady and the duke of York, she